
Calhoun & Yalobusha Taxpayers for the Preservation of Private Property Rights
4095 Hwy 330 E

Coffeeville, Mississippi 38922
662-287-1514

September 10, 2012

Mr. Randy Knight, President
Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation
6311 Ridgewood Road
Jackson, MS 39211

Dear Mr. Knight:

We represent property owners in Calhoun & Yalobusha counties, Mississippi, who own property 
over which the Mississippi & Skuna Valley Railroad, LLC, has operated.  According to the standard 
easement on each property owner's deed from 1925,  the “... abandonment of the railroad 
herein provided and the taking up of the steel of the same shall cause the property granted 
herein to revert at once to the grantor or grantors.”  This railroad line has been abandoned by 
petition to the National Surface Transportation Board, 10/18/2011 - Petition for Abandonment, 
Docket No. AB-1089X, on 10/18/2011.  The Petition was approved on 1/20/2012 subject to certain 
conditions.

On November 8, 2011, Mississippi voters overwhelmingly approved Initiative 31 prohibiting state 
and local government from taking private property by eminent domain and then conveying it to 
other persons/businesses for a period of 10 years.  We understand you were a supporter of that 
amendment.

We find it ironic that on November 22, 2011, supervisors of Yalobusha and Calhoun Counties by 
the attached letter petitioned the National Surface Transportation Board on behalf of themselves 
and a Mississippi & Skuna Valley Rails-To-Trails Recreation District (in the formation process) 
in a request for a Notice of Interim Trail Use (NITU).

The justification and federal legality of “rail banking” was established, we understand, in the case 
of  Preseault v. ICC, 494 US 1 – February 21, 1990 in the U.S. Supreme Court.  The Supreme 
Court ruled that the “rail banking” statute is a valid exercise of congressional power under the 
Commerce Clause and that if the rails-to-trails statute gives rise to a taking, compensation is 
available to petitioners under the Tucker Act, 28 U. S. C. 5*5 § 1491(a)(1) (1982 ed.).

In a recent United States Court of Federal Claims, Case No. 09-121-L, February 7, 2012, involving 
similar issues of reversionary claims based on Mississippi property law, a summary judgment was 
issued when the court found “...that the conversion of the Railroad right-of-way to a recreational 
trail amounted to a taking of Plaintiffs’ property under the Fifth Amendment.”

As property owners, we do not deny the justification or ability of the Federal government to 
implement “rail banking”.  What we do object to is our local government attempting to implement 
a project involving the “taking” of our property rights without consultation in a secret and obscure 
manner.  We particularly find it in direct conflict with the above referenced Mississippi 
Constitutional Amendment, just passed.

We have initiated requests for access to records pertaining to this transaction pursuant to the 
Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983, Miss. Code Ann. § 25-61-1 et seq. (Supp. 1996).  If we find 
any valuation by a public body eligible for tax deductibility of a donation of easements, for which 



we believe the railroad never had any legal claim under Mississippi law, we would also think this 
would consist of a fraudulent transaction.

Any assistance you could provide in helping us preserve these private property rights would be 
appreciated.

Sincerely;

Calhoun & Yalobusha Taxpayers for the Preservation of Private Property Rights

Glen Parker
Acting Chairman, In Formation


